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 CNG to go 

One of the U.S. used bus purchases, this bus first 

ran in Victoria & Nanaimo.  Ex BC Transit op-

erator Jim Bowman writes that he thinks the bus 

was converted to dual fuel in 1985, running in 

Vancouver during 1986.   Trams President Dale 

Laird adds that there was a switch on the dash. 

He would flip it to diesel when climbing hills. An 

interlock ensures that bus always starts on  die-

sel. 



fourth generation of trolleybuses.  The 

first vehicles arrived just after World War 

Two.  During that conflict, the streetcar 

was still the prime mover of people in 

Vancouver, although motor buses had re-

placed them in 1937/8 in New Westmin-

ster.  During the war and shortly after, 

consultants were hired to evaluate the 

transit system and its‘ future.   In late 

1945, a public demonstration of a trolley-

bus was  given in both Victoria and Van-

couver using a 1940 Twin Coach trolley-

bus on loan from Seattle Transit System.   

After the war, motor buses replaced 

streetcars in North Vancouver and Victo-

ria,  but in Vancouver,  the transit com-

pany decided to introduce the trolleybus.  

At the moment I have not been able to de-

termine just exactly why the trolleybus 

was not preferred for North Vancouver – 

its‘ performance characteristics are ideally 

If you have ridden Vancouver‘s trolley 

buses for any length of time, you‘ll likely 

recognize their features, how they look.  

One of the reasons for this is that each 

time new vehicles were being consid-

ered, it was an ‗all-or-nothing‘ approach, 

unlike other transit operators which took 

small batches of dissimilar vehicles.  And 

so the buses quickly came to epitomize 

Vancouver, becoming part of the scen-

ery.   But, what of those ‗nothings‘ – the 

‗might-have-beens‘.   There have been 

quite a few.  Read on to discover  what 

our trolleybuses may have looked like! 

Vancouver streets are now home to their 

   Vancouver’s Trolleybuses:  

the “might-have-beens” 

By Michael Taylor-Noonan 



suited to hilly terrain.  But in Vancouver, 

the extensive electrical infrastructure in 

place must have lessened the cost differ-

ential between motor bus and trolleybus.  

So now the motive power was known, but 

not the manufacturer.  The manager of 

transportation for the company, Ivor Neil, 

visited the Canadian Car & Foundry fac-

tory in Fort William, Ontario in 1947.  In 

the photos, he‘s the gentlemen in the light 

suit . The company had licensed the de-

signs of American Car & Foundry to pro-

duce the ―Brill‖ trolleybus in Canada.   

Vancouver Archives/Sun Translink 



 Neil 

must 

have 

been im-

pressed 

by the 

design, 

for an 

order for 

30 vehicles was placed.  These were the 

forerunners of nearly three 

hundred similar buses.  And so 

we have the first ‗might-have-

been‘:  the Fageol Twin Coach 

trolleybus.  In their 

book ,  ―Edmonton's Electric 

Transit: The Story of Edmon-

ton's Streetcars and Trolley 

Buses‖, authors Colin K. 

Hatcher and Tom Schwarzkopf 

write that in 1945/6, Fageol 

Twin Coach had not decided to re-enter 

the trolleybus market after the war.  Fag-

eol  Twin Coach, however, did fulfill or-

ders for gasoline powered buses for North 

Vancouver, followed by others for expan-

sion in Vancouver.  Later in 1949, it 

manufactured trolleybuses for San Fran-

cisco, Atlanta and other cities, but one as-

sumes it would have been too late for Van-

couver.    

San Francisco Fageol Twin Coach trolleybus, 1949 

(www.trolleybuses.net)  



Also a contender for Vancouver‘s initial 

trolleybus order was the Marmon-

Herrington company of Indianapolis.     

M-H produced armoured vehicles during 

WW2, and decided to build trolleybuses 

as war contracts ended.  U.S. transit com-

panies in cities such as San Francisco, 

Cincinnati and Chicago ordered over 

1600 vehicles from this company.  It ap-

pears M-H did have a plant in Windsor, 

but whether or not the trolleybuses would 

be assembled there, I don‘t know. If they 

weren‘t, they would have attracted hefty 

import duties.  

(Marmon-Herrington) 

The Marmon-Herrington assembly 

plant was in Indianapolis. 



Two other companies also were inter-

ested in building Vancouver‘s new 

trolleybuses: Hayes, and Motor Coach In-

dustries.  Hayes was a small local manu-

facturer with a plant at 295, W2nd Ave-

nue (still standing in 2011!). It had built 

buses for intercity service using truck 

chassis. Later it began building complete 

vehicles.  In 1937 it built the ‗Teardrop‘, 

one of which is now preserved by the 

Transit Museum Society.  Hayes and the 

transit company had a close relationship, 

with Hayes sometimes 

incorporating design 

ideas suggested by its 

customer. This rela-

tionship though, did 

not follow through to 

an order for trolley-

buses. Soon after, 

Hayes departed the 

bus-building business 

unable to compete 

with builders such as 

Canadian Car. 

  

Not much is known about this vehicle, 

other than it was offered to Edmonton, 

and judging by the destination sign, 

Vancouver.  (Rob Chew collection) 



 
1960.   Just a few years 

later, the company had 

modernized the design, and 

submitted it to Vancouver. 

The company received no 

orders, perhaps because it 

too was unable to compete 

with Canadian Car.  Again 

authors Hatcher and 

Schwarzkopf write that 

M.C.I.  had responded to a 

bid for trolleybuses from 

Edmonton Transit System, 

but with a price considera-

bly higher than Canadian Car.  

The M.C.I. and Hayes proposals would re-

main as artist‘s impressions.   

Motor Coach Industries, better known as 

M.C.I. and today the builder of buses for 

Greyhound, produced a prototype 

trolleybus in 1943. This went into service 

with Winnipeg Transit, and even though 

it did not produce any further orders 

from Winnipeg, it remained in service till 

 

Although a one-off, the M.C.I. trolley remained in 

service until 1960 



 
Apart from some 

second-hand Pull-

man-Standards pur-

chased from Bir-

mingham, Alabama 

in 1957 (and sold for 

scrap within three 

years), the Brills sin-

gle-handedly pro-

vided Vancouver‘s 

electric transit for  

over twenty years.  

The last were not 

withdrawn from ser-

vice until 1983, after 

more than thirty 

years!  I‘d say that 

such tenure proves 

the soundness of the decision to buy the 

Canadian-Car Brills, despite what might 

have been with the ―might-have-beens.‖ 

Just a few years later an artist drew their impres-

sion of what it could look like. (M.C.I.) 

 

 



 

Waiting at 63rd & Granville loop, probably in 

1982.  This Canadian Car-Brill was built in 1949, 

being slightly longer than the initial vehicles and 

introducing  the Vancouver archetypal double 

stream front door.  (author) 

And the winner... 



A Monorail for Vancouver? 
Readers old enough to remember EXPO 

86 will certainly remember the monorail 

used for transporting visitors around the 

worlds' fair site. That monorail built by 

Von Roll of Switzerland is still providing 

transportation  – now at Alton Towers, a 

theme park in the UK.  It was installed 

there in 1987.  During it‘s summer of op-

eration, it was certainly the closest Van-

couverites came to having a monorail as a 

permanent addition to the transportation 

network. 

The idea of monorails in Vancouver is 

certainly not new.  There have been two 

proposals to build a monorail between 

downtown Vancouver and the airport.  

The first was in the mid-fifties when YVR 

(as it's known today) proposed a growth 

strategy that reserved the airport for long

-haul flights.  Service to cities in B.C. such 

as Victoria, Powell River, and Kelowna  

would be by helicopter from a down-

town heliport.  To connect the two 

would be a monorail. It would cover 

the 15km or so in ten minutes, and 

would include possible freight and 

mail service. 

"The ingredients are already there", 

airport manager Bill Inglis com-

(Colin Rose) 

 



mented in a November  14, 1957 Vancou-

ver Sun article He was  referring to the 

city setting aside land at the east end of 

False Creek for a heliport.  

A noted expatriate engineer, Wells 

Coates had recently returned to his 

homeland after spending most of his pro-

fessional career in London, England. 

There he designed such items as door 

handles, a microphone for the BBC, and 

even a catamaran. But he was also was an 

accomplished architect and urban plan-

ner. One of his last commissions was 

from the BC Electric to study monorail 

rapid transit systems. Coates went so far 

as propose his own design dubbed the 

Monospan Twin-Ride System (MTRS). 

(Wikipedia).   Revolutionary was the 

method the cars attached to the rail: a 

central guideway carried the car attached 

on its side. BCE however decided to limit 

its involvement to providing the right-of-

way.  When Coates couldn‘t interest a 

manufacturer in the project, it was aban-

doned*. Coates himself died of a heart at-

tack in 1958 at the age of 63. 

Some fourteen years later, a  U.S. Engi-

neer, Anson S. Bilger proposed a mono-

rail running between Vancouver Airport 

and Waterfront Station. The routing 

would have been via west Boulevard and 

Arbutus Street.  As the CPR right-of-way 

along the Arbutus corridor was still op-

eration at that time, the supporting tow-

ers would have to have been quite high.  

Bilger proposed paying CPR one cent per 

passenger for the air rights over the rail 

track.   Again, freight and mail would be 

carried to boost revenue.  Trip time would 

*Wells Coates, A Monograph 
Cantacuzino, Sherban (G Fraser , London, 1978) 



be 15 minutes, with 4 intermediate stops, 

and a 10 minute base headway. The cost 

was estimated at $35million .   

Of course, both proposals remained on 

the drawing boards, and when an airport 

link was finally opened in 2009, it was far 

removed from the Arbutus corridor and 

far removed from a monorail.   

After EXPO 86 closed 

there was an idea to 

use the monorail for 

local transit in the 

West End. In the 

nineties I recall there 

was interest in relo-

cating Seattle‘s 1962 

vintage ALWEG 

monorail to Vancou-

ver.  But these too re-

mained ideas, sug-

gesting perhaps, that 

monorails and Van-

couver just don't mix. 

 



 

Roseberry Shop 

Manager’s Report 

Recently work was begun re-

placing the interior sidewalls 

and insulation of Brill 3405. 

Dave Asselin tackles the job of 

removing the trim holding the 

hardboard in place. 

¶ Van Horne Elem. School – May 26  

(#730) 

¶ Hyack Parade May 28  (#4612) 

¶ Dunbar Memorial Park May 29  

(#730) 

¶ Roedde House June 2  

¶ Marpole Community Day June 4 

(Teardrop) 

¶ Pitt Meadows (#4107) 

¶ Collingwood School – June 4 (#730) 

¶ Hats Off Parade June 4 (#4612) 

¶ Canada Day Parade (July 1) 

¶ New West Show n‘ shine (TBA) 

 

TRAMS Outreach        

Summer Dates 



In the  January 2010 issue, mention was made of Co-

lumbia Stage Linesô  New WestminsterðPort Moody 

service.  Provided in the main by GM TGH3102s . It 

ended  23rd May 1969. Angus shot these photographs 

on the that day in New Westminster and Ioco. 

Angus McIntyre 

Columbia Stage Lines  



 

#23 was one of four 

TGH3102s.  It was ex

-Sudbury Bus Lines 

Angus McIntyre 

ñI worked for CSL a couple of times when on layoff 

from CN.  My usual bus was 3102 - 18. Most trips 

were to Port Moody, one went to Ioco general store, 

and the last of the day was a 3pm through Coquit-

lam, Austin, Mundy, etc.  You haven't been a bus 

driver until you have handled 77 passengers on 

a 3102 going up Blue Mountain road in a pouring 

rain.ò      Peter Cox  



he seemed to know about every street car 

owned by BCER and could reel off every 

modification each one or each small group 

had had.   So decades ago, he told me about 

how autos would closely follow street cars 

in the fog and that many a motorist got a 

big surprise when he or she followed a car 

right into the Mount Pleasant car 

barns.   Remember - they were following 

the street cars because they 

could not see even to the near-

est curb.   I personally have 

only experienced one fog that 

severe.   Coming home from 

elementary school in the early 

60's, I was momentarily scared 

for my life just to cross a quiet 

side street in a Dunbar neighbour-

hood.  The reason - I could not see from the 

curb even to the centreline of a street that 

was 1.5 lanes wide in each direction.   And 

cars seem to move so silently in thick fogs, 

 

Reply to all... 

―You expressed a little doubt over the 

car into pit story.   Not sure if you knew 

Ted Gardiner, but in case you didn't, he 

started work with BCER in the late 40's 

at the Kitsilano barn where he 

saw the arrival of the Brills on 

flat cars.  They were unloaded 

in that neighbourhood, given a 

quick checkup I believe he said, 

then towed up to 4th where 

they put the poles up and drove 

them to Oakridge.  Anyway he 

transferred to OTC to become a trolley 

coach mechanic, and worked as such 

until retirement.    He had a memory 

like a computer.  Although he had only 

worked briefly on steel traction at Kits, 

Re: My  interview with Norm 



 

 

that I thought what if a car comes even 

slowly, but silently, driven by someone 

who can barely see his hood orna-

ment.  And here I am in his path.    I 

froze for a few minutes, strained to lis-

ten for any feint sound, then dashed 

across before anything could sneak up 

on me. )   So with frequent fogs like 

that, I can imagine drivers making a 

hard turn as a street car would at an in-

tersection, then finding themselves in a 

worse fix.    

    What etched the story into my mind 

30 years ago was he said that this event 

happened so frequently that the shop 

personnel at Mt. Pleasant made up a 

special tool with which they could easily 

lift up the front end of the errant autos 

and then shove them out the door to 

fend for themselves once again.  Life is 

harsh.‖                     Jim   McPherson  

Art imitates life 

Andrew Firestone is a Visual Artist in the 

style of Andy Warhol—taking everyday 

items and presenting them in new ways.  

But Andrew uses photographs and com-

puter software to achieve his  goals.   

―My art photography is inspired by teak 

furniture, art deco, old movies, travel, an-

tiques, pop culture, my family, and collec-

tions of all sizes and genres. Collections 

are central to my work. Lately I‘ve been 



  

 

obsessed with groupings of everyday 

items from our recent past: neon signs 

and old buses. Armed with little else 

but my camera and a theme, I hunt 

down these collections as only an artist 

on a mission can do.‖ 

Andrew borrowed several maps, time-

tables etc. from Trams for his work, as 

well as photographing some of our ve-

hicles.   

His latest exhibition, Vancouver 

Transit , will be on display at 

the  Eastwood Onley gallery, October 

15th & 16th, 2011 

 

Gallery open 12-6pm daily. The gallery 

is located at  2075  Alberta St, near 

W5th. Skytrain: Olympic Village Stn. 

Other Society News 

¶ CMBC will be building a new de-icer truck.  

Retired 2812 would be an excellent parts 

donor, so the company will be removing 

parts from it at VTC.  Other parts can be 

retained by Trams, and we will scrap the 

coach afterwards.  

¶ When the coaches were sold to Argentina 

in 2008, parts and manuals were assem-

bled and packed into a shipping con-

tainer.  Apparently that container has 

been lost in transit.  We are not sure of 

what documentation the new owner is 

actually missing. 

¶ We may be able to help with replacement 

manuals (in PDF form), but scanning will 

involve considerable work, even with 

John Day‘s new scanner/photocopier. 

¶ In return, we may get help with our quest 

for replacement parts for #2805. 

Continuing saga of the E901A/902s 



 

North Van Changes 

 Items kept by L. A. Fernets, a BC Hydro 

driver from North Vancouver Transit Centre, 

and given to Rob Chew. 



 





  

 

NEXT TRANSIT MUSEUM SOCIETY MEETING  
19:00, Friday, June 3rd 

St Augustine's Anglican Church 8680 Hudson St, Vancouver  

Future: Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 2 

Mission Statement 
The Transit Museum Society is dedicated to 

the restoration, preservation, and operation 

of vehicles significant to the history of public 

transit in British Columbia; to collect and 

preserve artifacts and memorabilia relating to 

their history; and to share knowledge and 

awareness of our transit history. 

  

 I want to thank you on behalf of Lord 

Selkirk School for providing the Centen-

nial Coach for our celebration on May 

13,  2011.   This bus provided a memora-

ble learning experience for students and 

all who toured it,  many are still talking 

about it especially the "TV at the back of 

the Bus" they are all saying it was 

cool.   It was nice to meet you Dale, and 

also your staff Evan and Matthew: they 

patiently answered questions that the kids 

had asked.   Thanks once again.  Thanks 

from all students, parents and staff at 

Lord Selkirk Schoolñyou made our Cen-

tennial Celebration unforgettable.   All 

the best.   

 Patrick Mieland   
Selena and Brian 

were the after-

noon crew! 


